
 

5 day Timbavati Safari Camp and Walking Safari  

From R6 250 pp sharing  

Daily Departures (subject to availability)  

 

The Timbavati Private Game Reserve is home to a myriad of mammal species, including Africa’s “Big Five” (lion, 

leopard, rhino, buffalo and elephant). Other species of game that you may encounter whilst on safari include hyena, 

jackal, wild dog, giraffe, hippo, zebra, kudu and impala, to mention just a few. There are over 350 bird species 

recorded in the area. The Timbavati Game Reserve is open to the Kruger National Park, providing animals with a vast 

expanse of wilderness in which to roam, free of fences. There are numerous advantages to enjoying a safari in a well 

known Private Game Reserve, which is part of the greater Kruger National Park: 

 

Shindzela Tented Bush Camp is situated in a private concession area within the Timbavati Reserve - this means we 

are able to be to offer our guests a number of distinct advantages for their wildlife safari:  we are the only safari 

operator in this concession area, which means we are undisturbed by other commercial vehicles, so we have 

unrestricted opportunity for animals sightings; we are able to offer true walking safaris in a Big Five Reserve; the camp 

is unfenced, making it very much part of the wilderness; we can stay out later on activities, including night drives; we 

are permitted to drive off road into the bush in search of predators and / or unusual sightings. 

Whilst we make every effort to seek out the “Big Five” animals (lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo, rhino), we focus on the 
whole safari environment, showing appreciation for all aspects of the wilderness – animal behaviour and habitat, trees, 
insect and plant life, as well as viewing all the other species of game found in the bush. Animals are free to roam in 
vast areas – this is not an area of “managed” sightings, but rather a true wilderness experience, with natural 
movement of game. 
 

Shindzela (named after the Honey badger in the African Shangaan language) is an authentic tented bush camp made 

from wood and canvas, set within the Timbavati Private Game Reserve. It is from here that we bring you an affordable 

wildlife safari, where you can explore the African wilderness on game drives in open safari vehicles and on foot during 

bush walks. Safari activities are conducted by professional and knowledgeable safari guides. The camp has an 

informal, relaxed atmosphere, and is alive with warm African hospitality. Shindzela offers guests a greater Kruger 

wildlife safari, in an unfenced wilderness environment. We have no power: instead we use solar power, gas and 

candles. We are undisturbed by modern conveniences such as television and cell phones, preferring to immerse 

ourselves in the African wilderness. The camp accommodates just 16 guests, and offers walking safaris, and game 

drives in open vehicles. On our walking safaris, guests should be prepared to walk anywhere from two to four hours 

on a trail. 

 

Safari Activities   

Shindzela offers both game drives and bush walks. Each nature encounter places an emphasis on understanding the 

wild environment, and tracking and viewing animals in their natural surroundings. (As we are a small camp, we are 

able to accommodate a guest’s preference of activity, be it a walking safari or game drive safari). Guests choosing a 

walking safari should be prepared to walk anywhere from 2 – 3 hours on a trail. All walking trails are led by an 

experienced armed trails guide. A maximum of 8 guests make up a trail. Guides will give guests a thorough safety 

briefing before starting, so that they are comfortable with the rules and safety instructions pertaining to their walking 

trail. (Please note that during summer bush walks may be shorter in duration, due to the thick bush) 

 

Game Viewing is conducted in the early mornings and late afternoons. Safari activities begin at dawn, and guests 

return to camp mid morning. Spend the rest of the day relaxing in camp. In the afternoon, depending on the animal 

movements in the area, guides may suggest a game drive and short walk, followed by sundowners and a night safari 

game drive.  

 

Safari Accommodation 

Shindzela is a simple but comfortable tented bush camp. We offer an authentic African safari experience in an 

unfenced, private and natural wilderness environment. Safari accommodation is in twin bed (3/4 beds) safari canvas 

tents, set on wooden platforms. Tents have a wooden entrance door, adjustable canvas flaps for windows, and mesh 

to keep insects out. Each tent has a thatch roof and porch, designed to cool the tents in summer. Tents have solar 



 

lighting, and are equipped with all bedding and towels. Private en-suite bathrooms are made from reeds wood and 

canvas and feature a shower, hand basin and flush toilet. There is also a camp swimming pool to cool off in. The 

general bush camp area encompasses a covered dining tent, kitchen, staff tents and a central African fireplace – a 

perfect spot to relive safari experiences around the fire. Your African safari is hosted by a guide and tracker, and the 

camp is owner managed. We operate an honesty bar, where guests can help themselves to drinks, and record their 

drinks on a bar tab sheet. We have deliberately decided to keep the camp undeveloped, so as to better blend in to the 

environment, and offer guests an undisturbed wilderness experience.  

 

Typical day on safari 

All safari activities are led by a professional, experienced safari guide who is armed. We also have a tracker who 
accompanies you on a game drive or safari walk. Your safari generally begins at dawn with a wakeup call at 05h00 
(05h30 in winter). Enjoy a welcome cup of coffee or tea, before setting out. Your safari guide will give you a thorough 
safety briefing before your safari activity, so that you are comfortable with the rules and safety instructions pertaining 
to your game drive or bush walk. Please feel free to ask questions at any time. Please do remember that you are 
viewing animals in a natural, wild environment, and it is important to listen to your guide at all times. There is ample 
opportunity to stop during the activity, and examine interesting features of the bush, to observe animals and learn 
more about the African bush.   
 
Return to camp mid morning, and enjoy a hearty brunch, prepared by our safari cook. It’s then time to relax in camp, 
before joining us in the dining room for a late lunch. During the afternoon, depending on the animal movements in the 
area, your guide may suggest a game drive and short walk, followed by sundowners and a night safari game drive. 
Our timetable and activities during your safari are primarily determined around game viewing, so we do include both 
walks and game drives. The best time to view game on your African safari, are the early hours of the morning and 
during the late afternoon. This is when most game is active – during the heat of the day, many animals tend to seek 
shade and are less active. Night game drives with a spotlight bring you in to contact with nocturnal animals such as 
Bush babies, African wild cats, Civets, Genets, Porcupines and so forth. 
 

Rates: 

 

1 January – 28 February 

4 nights / 5 days: R6 450 per person sharing 

5 nights / 6 days: R7 950 per person sharing 

 

1 March – 30 April 

4 nights / 5 days: R6 600 per person sharing 

5 nights / 6 days: R8 100 per person sharing 

 

1 May – 31 July 

4 nights / 5 days: R6 250 per person sharing 

5 nights / 6 days: R7 700 per person sharing 

 

1 August – 31 December 

4 nights / 5 days: R6 750 per person sharing 

5 nights / 6 days: R8 260 per person sharing 

  

Single supplement: R550 per single person per night for occupying a single tent 

 

Timbavati Reserve vehicle fee: R120 per vehicle per entry 

Timbavati Reserve Conservation Levy: R160 per guest – once off on arrival, not per night  

* these rates are valid until 28 February and are subject to change 

 

Included 

Permanent Tented accommodation; three meals per day; tea and coffee; water and cordials; two safari activities per 

day 

 

Excluded 



 

All other drinks (including all alcoholic beverages); Timbavati Reserve fees; transport to and from the camp; personal 

expenses; gratuities; personal and medical insurance 

 

Important information 

Drinks bills must be settled in cash prior to departure (there are no power in camp, so we cannot process cards) 

Please advise us of any dietary requirements in advance; we can accommodate most requests, except Kosher 

The camp can accommodate 16 guests: 4 double tents; 4 twin tents – each with an en-suite shower, flush toilet and 

hand basin; each tent has a private deck 

We generally do not accommodate children under 12 years of age, but will give consideration to children of 10 and 11 

years of age. We do not have triple tents, so children will pay the normal adult rate. Where there is a family of 2 adults 

and 3 children (under 21 years) three tents will be booked, but we will not charge a single supplement for the third tent 

accommodating the third child 

Camp Exclusivity: we will charge for 14 guests at the full paying rate, irrespective of the number of guests in the 

group. Please note that the camp can only sleep a maximum of 16 guests. Two Landrovers will be allocated for camp 

exclusivity 

 

Travelling times 

Johannesburg – Shindzela: 6 – 6.5 hours drive 

Nelspruit – Shindzela: 3 hours 15 minutes drive 

Hoedspruit Eastgate Airport – Shindzela: 1 hour 15 minutes drive 

* these travelling times include the 50 minutes travelling time from the Timbavati Reserve Gate to the camp 

 

Transfer rates 

Hoedspruit Eastgate Airport – Shindzela 

1 guest: R905; 2 guests: R475; 3 guests: R375; 4 – 7 guests: R305 

Nelspruit (MPQ) – Shindzela 

1 guest: R2 200; 2 guests: R1 150; 3 guests: R865; 4 – 7 guests: R645 

Johannesburg Shuttle – Shindzela 

1 guest: R1 575; 2 guests: R1 145; 3 guests: R1 040; 4 – 7 guests: R975 

Johannesburg shuttles depart from OR Tambo (or select airport hotels) at 06h44; arrives back at OR Tambo at 18h00 

on return 

Transfers are quoted per person, one way 

Transfer rates are subject to change at any time, and especially subject to fuel surcharges 

Transfers include the R120 Timbavati Reserve vehicle fee (subject to change) 

Transfers do not include the R160 per person once off Timbavati Conservation Levy 

Transfers are subcontracted to a local operator 

 

What to bring on safari 

Torch, comfortable closed walking shoes, socks, sandals, neutral coloured (khaki, olive, brown and stone colours) 

safari clothing: 2 or 3 pairs long pants, 2 or 3 pairs shorts, t shirts / tops, fleece (jumper), light weight raincoat, 2 long 

sleeved tops for (evening game drives), wide brimmed hat, sun block, sunglasses, personal amenities, insect 

repellent, reading material. During the winter months (May – September), please add a track suit, beanie, scarf, 

gloves and a warm fleece. Don’t forget a camera and / or video, and please bring spare batteries 


